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SP-02 SS-15 /046W 

075695 

R 131334Z IAN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
TO AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5024 

SECRET BUDAPEST 0105 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINR, HU 

SUBJ: HUNGARIAN AMBASSADOR TO FINLAND 
REF: HELSINKI 0048 

1 . EMBASSY BUDAPEST HAS EXTENSIVE BIO ON DR. TIVADAR MATUSEK. 
MOST RECENTLY IN CHARGE OF SPECIAL STUDIES SECTION OF FOREIGN 
MINISTRY. MATUSEK WAS ONCE PROMINENT SPECIALIST IN PARTY 
PROPAGANDA AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS. HE RAPIDLY ROSE THROUGH 
PARTY RANKS DURING STALINIST REGIME OF MATYAS RAKOSI. FOLLOWING 
RAKOSI'S FALL IN 1956, HOWEVER. MATUSEK’S STAR DECLINED SOMEWHAT. 
HIS RISE IN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS SINCE THEN HAS BEEN 
RELATIVELY SLOW. 

2. BORN OCT 12. 1920 IN BUDAPEST, MATUSEK RECEIVED SIX YEARS 

OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOLING. IN 1955 HE JOINED HUNGARIAN COMMUNIST 
PARTY AND PARTICIPATED IN ACTIVITIES OF YOUNG COMMUNIST WORKERS 
LEAGUE. HE WAS ARRESTED TWICE AND SENTENCED TO TWO YEARS IN 
PRISON IN 1940. ASSIGNED TO FORCED LABOR BATTALION BY NAZI 
OCCUPATION GOVERNMENT IN MID-1944, MATUSEK SUBSEQUENTLY 
ESCAPED AND WORKED IN COMMUNIST UNDERGROUND UNTIL DEFEAT 
OF GERMANS. 

3. MATUSEK STUDIED AT SOVIET COMMUNIST PARTY SCHOOL 
1951-1953 AND WAS THEN MADE DEPUTY CHIEF AND LATER 
CHIEF OF PARTY AND MASS ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENT. IN 
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ALTERNATE MEMBER OF PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE. IN SAME 
YEAR HE WAS NOMINATED TO EDITORIAL BOARD OF COMMUNIST 
PARTY DAILY NEWSPAPER AND MONTHLY IDEOLOGICAL REVIEW. 

4. WHEN COMMUNIST PARTY WAS REORGANIZED 

IN NOV 1956, MATUSEK LOST HIS PARTY POST. HE REMAINED 
A DEPUTY IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY UNTIL AT LEAST 1957 AND 
WORKED IN VARIOUS PARTY AND MASS ORGANIZATIONS FROM 
1961 TO 1963. FROM 1965 TO 1968 HE WAS CHARGE D'AFFAIRES 
AND COUNSELOR OF HUNGARIAN EMBASSY IN ACCRA. 

5. MATUSEK HAS TRAVELED TO THE WEST ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 
MOST RECENTLY AS PART OF HUNGARIAN DELEGATION TO THE 
HELSINKI TALKS IN 1972. 

6. HE SPEAKS RUSSIAN, ENGLISH, AND SOME FRENCH. 

HE IS MARRIED. 

7. COMMENT: WHEN ON RARE OCCASIONS MATUSEK HAS MET 
WITH VISITING AMERICANS, HE HAS USUALLY CONTENTED HIMSELF 
WITH GIVING AN UNWAVERING RENDITION OF PARTY LINE. 

WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT HE IS INFLUENTIAL OFFICIAL IN 
FOREIGN MINISTRY. NEVERTHELESS, "FINNISH CONNECTION" 

IS IMPORTANT TO GOH AND IT IS UNLIKELY HE WOULD BE 
SENT TO HELSINKI UNLESS HE HAS TRUST OF FONMIN PUJA. 
MCAULIFFE 
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